Regular Meeting of Bethesda Village Council

January 14, 2026
Mayor Bob Flanagan called the meeting to order, Bob also led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Roll Call

Present: Mayor Robert Flanagan, Jordan Castello, Ruth Saffell, Jay Van Horn, Shirley Lucas, Carol Merritt, Fiscal Officer Ricky Burkhead, Administrator Dirk Davis, Solicitor Michael Shaheen
Absent: Colby Rinehart
Guest(s)

Cindy Foose, Rod Miller, Chuck Little, Shirley Lucas, Gordon Price, Dustin Roe, Brooke Davis, Joni Davis, Jennifer Compston, June Deihl, Dave Deihl
Reports

The Fiscal Officer E-Mailed Fund Status, Cash Summary by Fund, Fund Ledger, Payroll, Receipt Register & YTD Appropriation status reports to Council Members, Administrator, Fire Chief & Mayor. Jordan Castello made a motion to approve the December meeting minutes, seconded by Carol Merritt, Jordan Castello– Yes, Shirley Lucas – Abstain, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Carol Merritt – Yes, Ruth Saffell - Yes.
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Solicitor Shaheen swore in the new council members Jay Van Horn, Ruth Saffell, Carol Merritt, and Shirley Lucas to their new terms on council.  Mr. Shaheen also swore in Brooke Davis for her term on the Bethesda Park Board. Solicitor Shaheen presented Resolution 2026-1 which approves the temporary construction easement for 402 North Main Street.  Carol Merritt made a motion to approve Resolution 2026-1, seconded by Jordan Castello, Jordan Castello– Yes, Shirley Lucas – Abstain, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Carol Merritt – Yes, Ruth Saffell - Yes. Mr. Shaheen’s office emailed an agreement for the legion and would like the council and the legion to review it and decide on it at the next council meeting.  Michael spoke to Kimble and was told that they never have leaks and that we are making it up.  Mr. Shaheen suggested that we have a face to face meeting with this person from Kimble.  The deed for the old gas station lot at the four way stop was discussed.  The council had issues with the restrictions on the proposed deed.  Mr. Shaheen revised the language with fewer restrictions not in the state right of way, and asked for council’s approval. Jordan Castello made a motion to approve the language, seconded by Ruth Saffell, Jordan Castello– Yes, Shirley Lucas – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Carol Merritt – Yes, Ruth Saffell - Yes. There was a quick phone call with EQT and we will try to get grant funding in the next 18-24 months and revisit them.


Ruth Saffell made a motion to go into executive session to discuss Personnel Discipline, at 6:45 p.m., seconded by Carol Merritt, Ruth - Yes, Jordan – Yes, Jay – Yes, Carol - Yes, Shirley – Yes. 

At 7:05 p.m. Mayor Bob Flanagan declared executive session over.

Gordon Price stated that the legion ladies auxiliary are going to have a lasagna and chicken alfredo dinner on Friday February 13th for $25.  

June Deihl gave council a rundown on the newly formed community action committee.

Administrator Dirk Davis presented his monthly report:

· The bill for new flags was $2944.69 and this will keep us good on flags for three years.  We are replacing all of the flag poles as well.  Carol made a motion to approve this purchase from the General fund, seconded by Jay, Jordan Castello– Yes, Shirley Lucas – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Carol Merritt – Yes, Ruth Saffell – Yes.
· Dirk thanked everyone who helped put up and take down the Christmas lights. 

· The historical marker for Epworth Park is $2285 and would like to divide it three ways with the village, park, and cottage owners.  Ruth made a motion to pay $762 towards it from the General Fund, seconded by Shirley, Jordan Castello– Yes, Shirley Lucas – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Carol Merritt – Yes, Ruth Saffell – Yes
· We do not have a drawing from McKeever yet for the billboards he would like to erect, but we have a signed easement for the corner project and we will be fixing it once we get some quotes for materials. 

· Dirk applied for some shop equipment and a welder for the street crew with the PEP Grant.

· Dirk gave out the insurance renewal quote.  
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The police report is that there were 142 traffic stops in 2025, 115 citations, four parking violations, and 599 calls responded to.  

Dustin Roe stated that there were 1012 calls for the fire department in 2025.  Dustin would like to submit grant application for two life packs.  Carol made a motion to approve that, seconded by Jordan Castello, Jordan Castello– Yes, Shirley Lucas – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Carol Merritt – Yes, Ruth Saffell – Yes. Dustin presented a fireman application for Chris Emory.  Ruth made a motion to approve the application, seconded by Carol, Jordan Castello– Yes, Shirley Lucas – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Carol Merritt – Yes, Ruth Saffell – Yes.

Ruth Saffell made a motion to nominate Jay Van Horn to be this year’s council president, seconded by Carol, Jordan Castello– Yes, Shirley Lucas – Yes, Carol Merritt – Yes, Ruth Saffell – Yes.
Fiscal Officer Burkhead asked council to approve the 2026 budget and appropriations and to have them submitted to the county auditors.  Jay made a motion to approve them, seconded by Carol Merritt, Jordan Castello– Yes, Shirley Lucas – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Carol Merritt – Yes, Ruth Saffell – Yes.

There will be a special meeting on January 21st to have issue committee assignments as well as a personnel related discussion. 

Motion to pay bills by Jay Van Horn, 2nd by Jordan Castello, with a unanimous vote.

Motion to adjourn by Jordan Castello, 2nd by Carol Merritt, with a unanimous vote.
The next meeting will be Wednesday February 11th, 2026 at 6:30 P.M.
___________________________________      __________________________________

   Mayor Bob Flanagan
 
         Fiscal Officer Ricky W. Burkhead Jr.
